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we must find that in case a divorce is entered into by mutual consent
with no special covenants relating to the dowry, or by a judicial decree,
the dowry should go to the man* The judge of the Shanghai Local
Chinese City Courts has held this, although the Chinese Supreme
Court at Peking has not as yet decided this interesting question.

The reason that a good many unscrupulous Chinese wives institute
divorce proceedings against their husbands is to obtain the alimony
allowed to the woman under Section 1369 of the New Code* This
section provides that in case the husband is guilty of one of the causes
of divorce, the wife, if she is not guilty of a cause for divorce and is
successful in her suit, may obtain alimony* The husband is not en-
titled to alimony under any circumstances* The purpose of alimony
is to give the wife a means of sustenance. The alimony must be
reasonable, being based upon the husband's financial and social
conditions* A concubine is never entitled to alimony as there was
no marriage, and she is not therefore entitled to a divorce. The
International Mixed Court in Shanghai has held that the wife is not
entitled to alimony. This holding, however, seems erroneous, as
all the Chinese courts allow alimony to a petitioning wife*

This resume" of China's Divorce Law clearly shows that it is composed
of some of the best and some of the worst of Occidental Divorce
Laws, It is too radical and too liberal for a nation in China's state of
unrest. The sacred covenant of marriage should not be lightly
entered into, neither should it be easily broken*

We cite this summary here in the hope that those whose
task it is to tackle this problem of divorce law may profit
from the example of China which is no less conservative
than England, although few will be prepared to endorse
the old Chinese law that a man may divorce his wife be-
cause she is too talkative J To be sure, all poor henpecked
husbands will jump at it, but the presence of lady members
in the House will probably deter many an ardent advocate
of this cause.

To dissolve the marriage ties legally is easily under-
standable ; not so, however, the granting of a decree of
separation. A judge has declared that " If she refuses
to live with him, he cannot, nor can even the Courts,